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Synopsis

A modern classic, A History of Christian Theology offers a concise yet complete chronicle of the
whole of Christian theology, from its background in the history of Israel to the liberation and
postliberal theologies of recent years. This updated 30th anniversary edition includes expanded
treatments of theological developments at the end of the 20th century, and preliminary trajectories
for theology in the 21st century. It also includes updated bibliographies and revised chapters on
important innovations in biblical studies, and their impact on theology. This updated and revised

edition will continue to aid the work of both students and faculty for years to come.
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Customer Reviews

Students of history will often encounter the presence and influence of religion and for Europe, the
significance of Christianity. Students of Christian Theology will realize that they cannot get away
from the study of history. Both history and theology are tightly connected. Unfortunately, there are
various quarters in educational circles that see history as boring. They view theology as dry.
Imagine putting "boring history" and "dry theology" together? Thankfully, there are books that
demonstrate that a study of history, of Christian Theology, and the historical development of
Christianity can be very interesting and educational. More importantly, it shows us again that
modern problems and controversies may not necessarily be solved but can be beneficially
understood through the study of the historical events and contexts leading up to the issues. The
author, the late William Placher who published this book’s first edition in 1983 was a distinguished

Professor at Wabash College until his untimely death in 2008. This second edition has been



followed up by his past student and currently Associate Professor of the same college, Derek
Nelson. With a very able and respectful summary of the late Professor Placher’s overall theological
stance, Nelson has given Placher a honourable tribute for the theological contributions given in a
postmodern climate.The book is about a history of Christian people and their ideas. Unlike
traditional books on Church history or the history of Christianity, it is a reflection on theology has
been shaped over time, in particular, about individuals rather than institutions; of theology rather
than doctrine; to raise new questions rather than new answers.
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